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BRUSSELS AIRLINES CO-CEO NAMED AS AEA CHAIRMAN FOR 2012

The Association of European Airlines (AEA) has today named Bernard Gustin, Co-
Chief Executive of Brussels Airlines, as its new Chairman for 2012.

During his year-long chairmanship, Bernard Gustin will act on behalf of AEA’s 35
airline members which contribute €86 billion to the European economy. He will chair
the association’s board and represent AEA in high-level political meetings.

“Europe is bracing itself for a turbulent 2012, therefore it is more critical than ever to
have a competitive and thriving European airline industry,” said Mr Gustin. “AEA’s
members want to fuel the economic recovery. To achieve this, aviation must not be
used as a regulatory playground, or as an austerity cash-cow.

“Our focus for the coming 12 months will be on removing inefficiency from the system
and driving external costs down. As a key priority, we urgently need Member States to
deliver on their Single European Sky promises.”

But as we enter 2012, the political focus is sadly dominated by tensions over aviation’s
inclusion in the EU ETS — not on the launch of landmark Single European Sky reforms
which will slash emissions by 12%, reduce delay times and cut airline operating costs.

“The ETS debate is like a volcano. When the tensions erupt, it is going to be extremely
damaging for European air travel. A globally acceptable solution and a shift of focus
from politics back to the environment is an absolute must for 2012,” said Mr Gustin.

Mr Gustin succeeds Virgin Atlantic Chief Executive Steve Ridgway, who expertly
steered the association’s work during 2011.

For further information, please contact:
Victoria Moores

General Manager Communications
Phone: +32(0) 2 639 8976

Email: victoria.moores@aea.be

Note to the Editor: The Association of European Airlines (AEA) brings together 35
European established scheduled network carriers. These collectively carry 380 million
passengers and 6.2 million tonnes of cargo each year, operating 2,670 aircraft serving
650 destinations in 167 countries with 11,100 flights a day. They provide around
405,000 jobs directly, and generate a total turnover of €86 billion.
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